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Successful trade mission to Asia comes to an end 
 
Governor Dirk Kempthorne and team are on their way back to Idaho, having 

completed a successful Asian trade mission. Kempthorne, Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture Director Pat 
Takasugi, Department of 
Commerce and Labor 
Director Roger Madsen, 
among others, are 
expected to provide a full 
report to the news media 
in the days ahead. 

“We found that Asian 
markets continue to prize 
Idaho farm products for 
their quality,” Takasugi 
said. “We went on this 
trade mission with a goal 
to create new 
opportunities and to 
secure established 
markets for Idaho 

Director 
Takasugi 
displays 
frozen 
potato 
wedges 
from Lamb 
Weston at a 
Papa John’s 
restaurant 
in downtown 
Shanghai. 
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Idaho Gov. Dirk Kempthorne fields questions from the Japanese 
press as Rupert Senator Dean Cameron, background, watches. 

Idaho signs an agreement with the Taiwan Flour Mills 
Association that will include Idaho as one of the states from 
which the Association will purchase wheat over the next two 
years. 

commodities. Opportunities are open, especially for value added products like Snake 
River Farms’ Kobe style beef and Idaho wine. I believe we were extremely 
successful.” 

The trade delegation, which started its journey May 14, traveled the region to 
destinations that 
included Tokyo, Seoul, 
Beijing and Shanghai.  

The trade mission 
gave Idaho, its leaders 
and its products 
international exposure. 
In Japan, the governor 
was surrounded by 
reporters after he met 
with Minister of State 
and Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Hiroyuki 
Hosoda, Japan’s 
equivalent of the Vice 
President of the United 
States. The two 
discussed agriculture 
and high tech. 

Also in Japan, the 
governor announced 
that Idaho would be 
the first state to have 
its food and 
agricultural products 
featured on a Website 
geared toward Japanese 
consumers. The Website is 
www.myfood.jp. 

In Taiwan, Idaho’s trade 
delegation sat down with 
the Taiwan Flour Mills 
Association. At that 
meeting, the group signed 
an agreement that says 
Idaho will be included as 
one of the states from 
which the association will 
purchase wheat over the 
next two years. 

While the trade mission 
was filled with official 
meetings and an intense 
schedule, it also afforded the 
delegation a chance to see 
some of Asia’s major 
landmarks, including the Great Wall of China. 

Preparations are already underway for a trade mission to Mexico later this year. 
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That trade mission runs Oct. 22 
through Oct. 29 and will include stops in 
Mexico City, Monterrey, and Guadalajara.   

More information on all the governor’s 
trade missions can be found at 
www.idahoag.us, www.gov.idaho.gov or 
www.idahogovernorsmissions.com.  

 
For more information contact Wayne 

Hoffman at (208)332-8671 
    

 
Smoke management 

classes planned for June 
 

The Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture, the Idaho Farm Bureau and the 
Idaho Grain Producers Association will host 
eight smoke management training sessions 
across southern Idaho next month. Under the state’s smoke management program, 
growers register their fields, and farmers are encouraged to take the training to 
learn how the program works, how to properly burn their fields and work with the 
department in an effort to help minimize the effect of smoke on our farm community 
neighbors. Trainings are scheduled as follows:  
 
Monday, June 13 
 

o 8 a.m. at the Fruitland Community Center, 209 S. Iowa (Turn north on Iowa 
at the school district office; the community center is directly behind), 
Fruitland 

o 7 p.m. at the Canyon County Farm Bureau board room, 4122 E. Cleveland 
Blvd., Caldwell 

 
Tuesday, June 14  
 

o 8 a.m. at the Twin Falls County Farm Bureau board room, 2732 Kimberly 
Road, Twin Falls. 

o 7 p.m. at the Mini-Cassia Farm Bureau board room, 444 E. 5th N., Burley. 
 
Wednesday, June 15 
 

o 8 a.m. at the Bingham County Farm Bureau board room, 124 N. Oak, 
Blackfoot 

o 7 p.m. at the Franklin County Farm Bureau board room, 33 S. 1st East, 
Preston 

 
Thursday, June 16 
 

o 8 a.m. at the Bonneville County Farm Bureau board room, 1655 Hollipark 
Drive, Idaho Falls 

o 7 p.m. at the Madison County Farm Bureau board room, 1116 Bond Ave., 
Rexburg 

With the Taiwan market just recently opening to 
American beef, USDA beef in the meat section is a 
welcome sight for Idaho Agriculture Director Pat 
Takasugi. 
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For more information, contact the Idaho Farm Bureau Federation at 333-7083 

(Boise) or 239-4325 (Pocatello); Idaho Grain Producers, 345-0706; or Idaho State 
Department of Agriculture, 332-8609.  
 
 

 
Beef checkoff decision is subject of satellite forum 

 
Officials from the beef industry will take part in a discussion next Wednesday on 

the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision upholding the constitutionality of the beef 
checkoff program. The court’s ruling was 6-3. 

The Cattlemen’s Beef Board and the Federation of State Beef Councils Division of 
the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association have scheduled a discussion, which will 
take place at 7 p.m. in the Mountain time zone, 6 p.m. for the Pacific time zone. The 
program is expected to include call-in questions from viewers as well as a panel 
discussion. 

The beef checkoff was started in 1985 as part of the Farm Bill. It assesses $1 per 
head on the sale of live domestic and imported cattle. States keep up to 50 cents of 
each dollar. The other half of the assessment 
goes to the Cattlemen’s Beef Promotion and 
Research Board, which administers the 
national checkoff program. In 1988, the 
checkoff became mandatory after 79 percent 
of producers approved it in a national vote. 
The money from the checkoff has been used 
to pay for the “Beef: It’s What’s For Dinner” 
campaign.  

The high court’s ruling said the program 
does not violate the free-speech rights of 
cattlemen who were compelled to pay into 
the program. Writing for the court majority, 
Justice Antonin Scalia said, “Citizens may 
challenge compelled support of private 
speech, but have no First Amendment right 
not to fund government speech. And this no 
less true when the funding is achieved 
through targeted assessments devoted 
exclusively to the program to which the 
assessed citizens object.” 

The hour-long discussion will air live on 
RFD-TV, and viewers nationwide will be able 
to call a telephone number provided on the 
screen to submit questions or comments. 
RFD-TV airs on DISH Network channel 9409 
and DirecTV channel 379. Program repeats 
will also air on the following schedule for 
RFD-TV:  

• 7 a.m. Mountain/6 a.m. Pacific, Thursday, June 2 
• 5 p.m. Mountain/4 p.m. Pacific, Saturday, June 4 
• 9 p.m. Mountain/8 p.m. Pacific, Sunday, June 5 
• 11 a.m. Mountain/10 a.m. Pacific, Monday, June 6 

Protecting the seed industry  
 

Your Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture works to keep Idaho’s seed crop 
pure and prevent the contamination of 
vegetable seeds. 

An ISDA rule says no varieties of Brassica 
napus (Rape), Brassica campestris (Mustard), 
or Brassica juncea (Mustard) may be grown 
anywhere in Ada, Canyon, Gem, Owyhee 
(north of Murphy), or Payette Counties. 

In addition, all Brassica seed lots over 2 
pounds produced outside of Idaho must be 
accompanied by a Phytosanitary Certificate 
from the state of origin. That certificate should 
verify that the seed is free from blackleg, 
based on a laboratory analysis, and the seed 
must be treated with an EPA- and state-
registered fungicide for the control of blackleg. 

The rule is IDAPA 02.06.13 and can be 
found at 
http://www2.state.id.us/adm/adminrules/rule
s/idapa02/0613.pdf. 

 
For more information, call ISDA at 332-

8620. 
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USDA closes border to cattle from Durango, Mexico 
 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns announced earlier this 
week that the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has closed 
the U.S. border to cattle from the Mexican state of Durango, that nation’s third 
largest cattle-exporting state. The closure, the agency said, is because of 
inadequacies with that state’s bovine tuberculosis (TB) management program. 

Durango is divided into two for the purpose of exporting cattle to the United 
States. One section is allowed to export, while the other is barred from exportation. 
APHIS conducted a review and determined that animals were being moved from one 
region to another, prompting the border closure. 

“I called Mexican Secretary of Agriculture Javier Usabiaga Monday evening to 
discuss this development and he fully understands the safety concerns that 
prompted our action," Johanns said.  “He also expressed his appreciation for our 
willingness to assist Mexico with corrective measures so we can resume normal trade 
with Durango.” 

The USDA said Durango will have to meet all APHIS guidelines and 
recommendations in order to reopen the border. 

 Bovine TB can be transmitted from livestock to humans and other animals. 
 
For more information contact the USDA at (202) 720-4623 

 
 

 

UI Extension adds calf-rearing workshops 
 

The University of Idaho Extension Service has developed a new course for 
Idaho's Hispanic dairy workers. “Raising Healthy Calves” will be offered in Spanish 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 7 in Caldwell, June 8 in Twin Falls and June 9 in 
Blackfoot. 

The course will focus on calving area cleanliness, physiology of birth, calving 
assistance, basic neonatal management, colostrum feeding, calf health, calf nutrition 
and calf housing. 

"This is a natural progression of our Spanish-language educational programs," 
said Joe Dalton, UI Extension dairy specialist in Caldwell. "We want to reach more 
non-English speakers who work on dairy farms, and they're not all in the milking 
parlors." 

Every participant will receive a certificate of completion. Cost of the workshop, 
which includes lunch, is $15 for the first person from each dairy and $10 for every 
additional person from the same dairy. 

The workshops will be held at the UI's Southwest Idaho Research and Extension 
Center, 16952 S. Tenth Ave., Caldwell, on June 7; the UI's Twin Falls Research and 
Extension Center in the Evergreen Building on the College of Southern Idaho campus 
on June 8, and Melina's Restaurant, 321 NW Main, in Blackfoot on June 9. Co-
sponsors include the UI Department of Animal and Veterinary Science and Pfizer 
Animal Health. 
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The Idaho delegation and Mayfull foods give a big thumbs up to Kobe 
beef from Snake River Farms in Idaho 

For more information, contact Mireille Chahine at (208) 736-3600 or 
mchahine@uidaho.edu. 

 
 

 

Director’s 
calendar 

highlights 
 

Here are 
highlights from 
Idaho State 
Department of 
Agriculture Director 
Pat Takasugi’s 
schedule for the 
month ahead. All 
appearances are 
subject to change: 

 
 Attends the 

Idaho-Oregon Fruit 
& Vegetable 
Convention in Sun 
Valley, June 2-4 
 Participates 

in a press 
conference with Gov. 
Dirk Kempthorne 
highlighting the 
successes of the recently concluded trade mission. Time and date to be announced.  
 Speaks to and attends the summer convention of the Idaho Eastern Oregon 

Seed Association, Holiday Inn Express in McCall, June 27-29 
 
 
 

This Week in Agriculture is a publication of the Idaho State Department of 
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